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ideally, Israel 


Shouldn’t Have Changed 
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omewhere in Israel a 
few trees planted for me 
are growing, ^o are 
thousands more planted for other 
Americans. In 1979, a friend — a 
believing Jew active in his . 

. v, synagogue as a teacher of Hebrew 
history— sent a check in my name 
to Trees for Israel, a fund-raising 
• ». program, . 

A decade ago that small link to 
{ \ Israel meant much to me. It still ' 
does. But the Israel of 1989 is far 
less the land of ideals, honor and . , 
hope than the Israel qf ip years 
ago. : • 

Exactly how mi^ch less was 
revealed by the State Department 
! annual report on human rights. In 
1988, 366 Palestinians were killed 
and more than 20,000 injured or 
wounded by Israeli troops. In 
understated prose, the report 
. says, “Soldiers frequently used 
gunfire in situations that did not 
! ’• present mortal danger to troops, 
causing many avoidable deaths 
and injuries." • » 

i The troops "used clubs to break 
limbs and beat Palestinians who 
were not directly involved in 
disturbances or resisting arrest 
. , . At least 13 Palestinians have 
been reported to have died from 
beatings." All of that, plus 

tear-oassinas. Hfimnlmhino hnmM. 


classically been called } . . j 

'noncooperation/ The Israelis 
treat any kind of resistance as ? 
though It were an assault on 
national security, making little 
v distinction between a youth j 
v throwing a stone and a.raerchant 
closing a shop for a boycott, pr 
even civil rights workers or ; * . 
journalists trying to gather 
information. Any kind of ? ■:? 1 
“resistance to Israeli rule is seen as I 


forms of viC^ent repression,- . , , , 

That the tactics of the current , j 
resistance are more aligned with 
Mahatma Gandhi than Yasser 
Arafat is one reason that support ; . 
for the Israeli military is eroding f J 
among many American Jews. \ • 

These are the liberals, % , 

progressives and intellectuals who 
are able to separate traditional. 
Jewish values that are humane ! 
from current Israeli policies that { 
are brutal, a distinction either V 
ignored or deliberately repressed 
by many old-line U.S. Jewish 
groups. 

The new-line ones are burning 
their backs or closing their wallets 
to the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, the American 
Jewish Committee and other 
graying cautionaries. They have 
moved awav from CommentarV 


